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Down  with  the  Anarchists! 

This  is  the  War-Cry  raised  by  President  Roosevelt  and  echoed 
by  the  (Kongress  of  the  United  States.  Now,  then,  hear  the  other 
side!  The  Anarchists  will  take  the  floor,  Listen! 

*‘But  when  a long  train  of  abuses 
and  usurpations  pursuing  in  varia- 
bly  the  same  object  evinces  a de* 
sign  to  reduce  the  people  under  ab- 
solute despoti&m,  it  is  their  right, 
it  is  their  duty,  to  throw  off  such 
government  and  provide  new 
guards  for  their  future  safety.”— 
Declaration  of  Independence,  July 
4,  1776v 


Ufref  reviled,  accursed — ne’er  understood, 

Thou  art  the  grisly  terror  of  our  age. 

“Wreck  of  all  Order,”  cry  the  multitude, 

“Art  thoti,  and  war  and  murder’s  endless  rage.rt 
O,  let  them  cry.  To  them  that  ne’er  have  striven, 
The  truth  that  lies  behind  a word  to  find, 

To  them  the  Word ’s  right  meaning  was  not  given> 
They  shall  continue  blind  among  the  blind. 

But  thou,  o Word,  so  clear,  so  strong,  so  pure, 

That  sayest  all  which  I for  goal  have  taken. 
t give  thee  to  the  future  !*— -Thine  secure 
When  each  at  least  unto  himself  shall  waken 
'Comes  it  in  sunshine?  In  the  tempest’s  thrlll? 

I cannot  teil  . . . but  it  the  earth  shall  see! 

I am  an  Anarchist!  Wherefore  I will 
£Iot  rule,  and  also  ruled  I will  not  be! 

— John  Henry  Mackay. 
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A dagger  in  one  hand,  a torch  in  the  other,  and  all  hi$  pocketä 
brimful  with  dynamite  bombs — that  is  the  picture  of  the  anarchist, 
such  as  it  has  been  drawn  by  his  enemies.  They  look  at  him  simply 
as  a mixture  of  a fool  and  a knave,  whose  sole  purpose  is  a uni- 
Tersal  topsy-turvy,  and  whose  only  means  to  that  purpose  is  to 
slay  anyone  and  everyone  who  differs  with  him. 

The  picture  is  an  ugly  caricature,  but  its  general  acceptance  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  since,  for  years,  all  non-anarchistic  papers 
have  been  busy  in  circulating  it.  Even  in  certain  labor  Organs  one 
may  find  the  anarchist  represented  as  merely  a man  of  violence, 
destitute  of  all  noble  aspirations,  and  the  most  absurd  views  of 
the  principles  of  anarchism  occur  in  those  very  papers. 

Anarcmsm  means  a new  social  Order,  and  anyone  who  knows 
human  life  from  its  depths  to  its  heights,  and  has  the  courage  to 
fling  aside  all  patching  up  and  smoothing  down,  all  bargaining  and 
compromising,  and  draw  the  necessary  conclusions  from  the  past 
evolution,  must  arrive  at  the  very  principle  on  which  this  new 
Order  shall  be  built  up.  Our  principle  is:  to  prevent  all  eommand 
over  men  by  his  fellow-men,  to  make  state,  government,  laws,  or 
whatsoever  form  of  compulsion  existing,  a thing  of  the  past,  to 
establish  full  freedom  for  all.  Anarchism  means  first  and  foremost 
emancipation  from  all  government.— “The  Social  Monster,”  John 
Most. 


Take  a bird’s-eye  view  of  anarchist  society,  yon  will  not«  tb« 
following  characteristic  features: 

Government  has  there  neitber  place  nor  purpose. 

The  community,  as  a political  body,  is  also  superfloous. 

All  of  man’s  wants  are  met  by  associations  or  groups. 

These  are  no  longer  centralized,  and  are  only  co-operative  witö 
one  anotber  as  is  necessary  for  the  end  sought. 

Private  property  is  no  more. 

All  means  of  production  are  ander  the  control  of  various  trad# 
organizations. 

“Honest  dickering,"  and  its  coadjator,  money,  a*  known  to-day, 
have  been  removed. 

Art  and  Science,  like  production,  are  advaneed  through  the  ad- 
iu  st  ment  of  competent  minti». 
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Educational  interests  are  most  carefull>  guarded  and  everybod} 
put  in  a Position  to  appreciate  (share)  the  results  of  scientific  re 
seareh. 

Man’s  mind,  thus  ever  expanding,  discards  Superstition;  religion 
old  and  new,  has  forever  passed  away. 

Woman’s  sovereignty  of  seif,  as  weil  as  tliat  of  the  other  sex 
ts  assured. 

Instead  of  legislation  there  is  the  decision  from  one  case  to  tht 
next.  None  are  governed;  all  are  members  of  numerous  corpora^ 
tions  which  one  joins  according  to  his  own  judgment,  and  nonf 
need  act  against  his  inclination. 

Remember,  this  is  Anarchy! — “The  Free  Society,”  John  Most. 


“Anarchy  is  a social  theory  which  regards  the  Union  of  ordei 
with  the  absence  of  all  direct  government  of  man  by  man  as  the 
political  ideal;  absolute  individual  liberty.” — “Century  Directory.’ 


“Anarchists  are  those  who  accept  this  ideal,  believing  that  the 
highest  social  results  will  be  obtained  through  the  Substitution  of 
self-control  for  all  outward  authorities,  civil  or  moral.” 

“What  is  civil  authority?”  . 

“That  force  which  interferes  with  our  daily  actions,  making  and 
punishing  criminals;  commonly  called  government.” 

“How  does  government  make  criminals?” 

“By  fostering  an  unjust  System  of  distribution,  wherein  one  man 
is  dependent  on  another  for  his  subsistence;  failing  to  secure  it, 
he  is  forced  to  resort  to  crime,  for  which,  again,  the  government 
punishes  him.” 

“This  accounts  only  for  thefts;  what  of  murder?” 

“It  is  hunger,  or  dread  of  privation,  which  drives  most  men  tc 
acts  of  violence.” 

“Either  they  are  the  acts  of  derangement— temporary  or  perma- 
nent — and  to  be  treated  as  such,  or  they  are  survivals  of  primitive 
instincts,  which  all  social  experienee  shows  must  be  outgrown 
through  education  and  the  gradual  extension  of  individual  rights; 


repressive  Ieglslation  only  makes  them  more  savage.  Revenge  can- 
not  be  cured  by  revenge.” 

“The  terms  anarchist,  and  socialist,  are  they  not  contradictory?" 
“Not  in  the  least.  It  is  only  those  who  confuse  socialism,  which 
is  a purely  economic  proposition,  with  the  Socialist  Party,  which 
is  an  Organization  working  for  the  realization  of  that  proposition 
through  ‘political  action/  who  conceive  them  to  be  contradictory/’ 
“Does  anarchism  teach  violence?” 

“Anarchism  is  the  negation  of  violence.  By  removing  the  causes, 
it  would  make  the  recurrence  of  acts  of  violence  almost,  and  in 
time  wholly,  obsolete.” 

“Why,  then,  are  acts  of  wiolence  committed  by  Anarchist»  ?” 
“These  are  individuals  who  argue  that,  under  present  conditions, 
they  are  forced  to  compromise  their  principles  daily  and  in  such 
a manner  as  to  render  any  protest  they  make  ineffectual;  thercfore 
they  say:  ‘If  I can  make,  by  one  compromise,  an  effectual  protest, 
being  willing  to  bear  all  the  consequences,  that  is  my  affair.  I show 
my  disapproval  of  present  conditions.” 

“To  which  economic  school  do  these  belong?” 

“To  no  one  school,  as  there  are  both  revolutionary  and  non-re- 
sistant  Anarchists  in  each  school.” 

“Why  do  not  the  non-resistants  condemn  the  others?” 

“An  Anarchist  cannot  consistently  condemn  anyone.  He  can 
only  express  his  disapproval  of  what  is  said  or  done,  and  try  to 
explain  its  cause  to  others.” — “A  XJatechism  of  Anarchy,”  “Free 
Society.” 


Anarchy  means  without  government.  Government  is  good  for 
nothing  but  to  defend  the  middle  dass,  and  that,  where  our  inter- 
ests  are  in  question,  the  best  thlng  we  can  do  is  to  look  after  them 
ourselves.  Instead  of  electing  M.P.’s  and  County  Councillors  to 
make  and  unmake  laws  for  us  to  obey,  we  will  discuss  our  affairs 
ourselves,  and  when  it  is  needful  to  Commission  someone  eise  to 
carry  out  our  decisions,  we  will  ask  him  to  do  so  and  so,  and  not 
otherwlse.  If  there  is  something  which  can’t  be  done  right  off,  we 
will  Commission  capable  persons  to  look  into  it,  study  it  and  let 
us  know  what  they  think  had  better  be  done.  But,  at  all  events, 
nothing  will  be  done  on  our  behalf  without  our  will*  And  thus  our 
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delegates  will  not  be  individuals  to  whom  we  have  glven  the  right 
to  command  us  and  impose  laws  upon  us.  They  will  be  persons 
ohosen  for  their  capacity,  who  will  have  no  authority,  but  simply 
be  charged  with  the  duty  of  executing  what  the  people  have  decided 
upon.  For  example,  some  will  be  charged  to  organize  schools, 
others  to  make  Streets,  or  look  after  the  exchange  of  products,  just 
as  to-day  a shoemaker  is  asked  to  make  a pair  of  shoes.— “A  Talk 
aböut  Anarchist  Communism,”  E.  Malatesta. 


Government  by  Science  1s  becoming  as  impossible  as  that  of  di* 
vine  right,  Wealth,  or  brüte  force.  All  povrers  are  henceforth  to 
be  submitted  to  pitiiess  criticism.  Men  in  whom  the  Sentiment  of 
equality  is  born  suffer  themselves  no  longer  to  be  governed;  they 
learn  to  gövern  themselves.  In  preclpitating  from  the  heights  of 
the  heavens  him  from  whom  all  power  is  reputed  to  descend,  soci* 
eties  unseat  also  all  those  who  reigned  in  his  name.  Such  is  the 
Revolution  now  in  progress.  States  are  breaking  up  to  give  place 
to  a new  order,  in  which,  as  Bakounine  was  fond  of  saying,  “human 
justice  will  be  substituted  for  divine  justice.”*— Carlo  Cafiero. 


Society  will  reclaim  its  own,  even  though  yt>u  erect  a gibbet 
on  every  Street  corner.  And  anarchism,  this  terrible  “ism,”  deduces 
that  under  a co-operative  Organization  of  söciety,  under  economic 
equality  and  individual  independence,  the  “state” — the  political  state 
—will  pass  into  barbaric  antiquity.  And  we  will  be  where  all  are 
free,  where  there  are  no  longer  masters  and  servants,  where  intellect 
Stands  for  brüte  force;  there  will  no  longer  be  äny  use  for  the  police- 
men and  militia  to  preserve  the  so-called  “peace  and  Order” — the 
Order  that  the  Russian  general  speaks  of  when  he  telegraphed  to 
the  Czar  after  he  had  massacred  half  of  Warsaw,  “Peace  reigns  in 
Warsaw.”  Anarchism  does  not  mean  bloodshed;  does  not  mean, 
n)bbery,  arson,  etc.  These  monstrosities  are,  on  the  contrary,  the 
characteristic  features  of  capitalism.  Anarchism  means  peace  and 
tranquillity  to  all.  Anarchism  means  the  reorganization  of  society 
upon  scientific  principles  and  the  abolition  of  causes  which  produce 
vice  and  crime. — A,  Spies,  in  his  Speech  in  Court  at  Chicago,  1886. 
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‘Anarchy“  is  Greek,  and  means,  Verbatfm,  without  rulershfp;  not 
being  ruled.  According  to  our  vocabulary,  anarchy  is  a state  of 
society  in  which  the  only  government  is  reason;  a state  of  society 
in  which  all  human  beings  do  right  for  the  simple  reason  that  it 
is  right,  and  bäte  wrong  because  it  is  wrong.  In  such  a societyr 
no  laws,  no  compulsion  will  be  necessary.  The  attorney  of  the 
State  was  wrong  when  he  said:  “Anarchy  is  dead.”  Anarchy,  up 
to  the  present  day,  has  existed  only  as  a doctrine,  and  Mr.  Grinnell 
has  not  the  power  to  kill  any  doctrine  whatever.  You  may  call 
anarchy,  as  defined  by  us,  an  idle  dream,  but  that  dream  was 
dreamed  by  Gotthold  Ephraim  Lessing,  one  of  the  three  great  Ger- 
man poets  and  the  most  celebrated  German  critic  of  the  last  Cen- 
tury. If  anarchy  were  the  thing  the  State’s  attorney  makes  it  out 
to  be,  how  cöüld  it  be  that  such  eminent  scholars  as  Prince  Kro- 
potkine  and  the  greatest  living  geographer,  Elisee  Reclus,  were 
avowed  anarchists,  even  editors  of  anarchistic  newspapers?  An- 
archy is  a dream,  but  only  in  the  present.  It  will  be  realized. 
Reason  will  grow  in  spite  of  all  obstacles.  Whö  is  the  man  that 
has  the  cheek  to  teil  us  that  human  development  has  already 
reached  its  culminating  point?  I know  that  our  ideal  will  not  be 
accomplished  this  or  next  year,  but  I know  that  it  will  be  accom- 
plished  as  near  as  possible,  some  day,  in  the  future.  It  is  entirely 
Wrong  to  use  the  word  anarchy  as  synonymous  with  violence.  Vio- 
Ience  is  one  thing  and  anarchy  another.  In  the  present  state  of 
society  violence  is  used  on  all  sides,  and,  therefore,  we  advocated 
the  use  of  violence  against  violence,  but  against  violence  only,  as 
a necessary  means  of  defence. — M.  Schwab,  in  his  Speech  in  Court 
at  Chicago,  1886. 


i am  an  anarchist!  &ow  strike;  but  hear  me  before  you  strike. 
What  is  socialism,  or  anarchism?  Briefly  stated,  it  is  the  right  of 
the  toiler  to  the  free  and  equal  use  of  the  tools  of  production,  and 
the  right  of  the  producers  to  their  product.  The  history  of  man- 
kind  is  one  of  growth.  It  has  been  evolutionary  and  revolutionary. 
The  dividing  line  between  evolution  and  revolution,  or  that  im- 
perceptible  boundary  line  where  one  begins  and  the  oth^r  ends.  can 
never  be  designated.  Who  believed  at  the  time  ovr  rathers  tossed 
the  tea  lnto  the  Boston  Harbor  that  it  meant  the  uist  ?evolt  <'f  ilu 
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revolution  separating  this  continent  from  the  dominion  of  George 
III.,  and  founding  this  republic  here  in  which  we,  their  descendants, 
live  to-day?  Evolution  and  revolution  are  synonymous.  Evolution 
is  the  incubatory  state  of  revolution.  The  birth  is  the  revolution — 
Its  process  the  evolution.  What  is  the  history  of  man  with  regard 
to  the  laboring  classes?  Originally  the  earth  and  its  contents  were 
held  in  common  by  all  men.  Then  came  a change  brought  about 
by  violence,  robbery  and  Wholesale  murder,  called  war.  Later,  but 
still  way  back  in  history,  we  find  that  there  were  but  two  classes 
in  the  world — Slaves  and  masters.  Time  rolled  on  and  we  find  a 
labor  System  of  serfdom.  This  serf  labor  System  existed  in  the 
sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries,  and  throughout  the  world  the 
serf  had  a right  to  the  soil  on  which  he  lived.  The  lord  of  the  land 
could  not  exclude  him  from  its  use.  But  with  the  discovery  of 
America  and  the  developments  which  followed  that  discovery  and 
its  Settlement,  a Century  or  two  afterwards,  the  gold  found  in  Peru 
and  Mexico  by  the  invading  hosts  of  Pizarro  and  Cortez,  who  car- 
ried  back  to  Europe  this  precious  metal,  infused  new  vitality  into 
the  commercial  stagnant  blood  of  Europe  and  set  in  motion  those 
wheels  which  have  rolled  on  and  on,  until  to-day  commerce  covers 
the  face  of  the  earth — time  is  annihilated  and  distance  is  known 
no  more.  Following  the  abolition  of  the  serfdom  System  was  the 
establishment  of  the  wage-labor  System.  This  found  its  fruition, 
or  birth,  rather,  in  the  French  revolution  of  1789-1793.  It  was  then 
for  the  first  time  that  civil  and  political  liberty  was  established  in 
Europe.  We  see,  by  a mere  glance  back  into  history,  that  the  six- 
teenth Century  was  engaged  in  a struggle  for  religious  freedom  and 
the  right  of  conscience — mental  liberty.  Following  that  in  the  sev- 
enteenth and  eighteenth  centuries  was  the  struggle  throughout 
France  which  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  the  Republic  and  the 
founding  of  the  right  of  political  liberty.  The  struggle  to-day, 
which  follows  on  in.  the  line  of  progress  and  in  the  logic  of  events, 
the  industrial  Problem,  which  is  here  in  this  court-room,  of  which 
we  are  the  representatives,  and  of  which  the  State’s  attorney  has 
said  we  were,  by  the  grand  jury  selected  because  we  were  the  leaders 
of  it,  and  are  to  be  punished  and  consigned  to  an  ignominious  death 
for  that  reason,  that  the  wage  slaves  of  Chicago  and  of  America 
may  be  horrified,  terror-stricken,  and  driven  like  rats  back  to  their 
holes,  to  hunger,  slavery,  misery  and  death.  The  industrial  ques- 
tion*  following  on  in  the  natural  order  of  events*  the  wage  System 
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of  industry,  is  now  up  for  consideration;  it  presses  for  a hearing; 
it  demands  a solution;  it  cannot  be  throttled  by  this  district  attor- 
ney,  nor  all  the  district  attorneys  upon  the  soil  of  America.  Nowr 
what  is  this  labor  question  which  these  gentlemen  treat  with  such 
profound  contempt,  which  these  distinguished  “honorable”  gentle- 
men would  throttle  and  put  to  ignominious  death,  and  hurry  us 
like  rats  to  our  holes.  What  is  it?  It  is  not  a question  of  emo- 
tion;  the  labor  question  is  not  a question  of  Sentiment;  it  is  not 
a religious  matter;  it  is  not  a political  problem;  no,  sir,  it  is  a 
Stern  economic  fact,  a stubborn  and  immovable  fact.  The  sum 
total  of  this  question  is  the  bread-and-butter  question,  the  how  and 
the  why  we  will  live  and  earn  our  daily  bread. — A.  Parsons,  in  his 
Speech  in  Court  at  Chicago,  1886. 


Service  rendered  to  society,  be  it  labor  in  factory  or  field,  or  moral 
Service,  cannot  be  valued  in  monetary  units.  There  cannot  be  an 
exact  measure  of  its  value,  either  of  what  has  been  improperly  called 
its  “value  in  exchange”  or  of  its  value  in  use.  If  we  see  two  in- 
dividuals,  both  working  for  years,  for  five  hours  daily,  for  the 
community,  at  two  different  occupations  equally  pleasing  to  them, 
we  can  say  that,  taken  all  in  all,  their  labors  are  roughly  equiva- 
lent.  .out  their  work  could  not  be  broken  up  into  fractions,  so  that 
the  product  of  each  day,  each  hour,  or  each  minute  of  the  labor 
of  one  should  be  worth  the  produce  of  each  minute  and  each  hour 
of  that  of  the  other. 

No  hard  and  fast  line  can  be  drawn  between  the  work  of  one  and 
the  work  of  another.  To  measure  them  by  results  leads  to  absurd- 
ity.  To  divide  them  into  fractions  and  measure  them  by  hours  of 
labor  leads  to  absurdity  also.  One  course  remains;  not  to  measure 
them  at  all,  but  to  recognize  the  right  of  all  who  take  part  in  pro- 
ductive labor  first  of  all  to  live,  and  then  to  enjoy  the  comforts 
of  life. 

On  the  day  when  ancient  institutions  splinter  into  fragments 
before  the  axe  of  the  Proletariat,  voices  will  be  heard  shouting: 
Bread  for  all!  Lodging  for  all!  Right  for  all  to  the  comforts  of 
UXei 
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And  these  voices  will  be  heeded.  The  peöple  will  ßay  to  them- 
Selves:  Let  us  begin  by  satisfying  our  thirst  for  the  life,  the  joy, 
the  liberty  we  have  never  known.  And  when  all  have  tasted  happi- 
ness,  we  will  set  to  werk;  the  work  of  demolishing  the  last  vestiges 
of  middle-class  rille,  with  its  accöunt-book  morality,  its  philosophy 
of  debit  and  credit,  its  institutions  of  mine  and  thine.  “While  we 
throw  down  we  shall  be  building,"  as  Proudhon  said;  we  shall  build 
in  the  name  of  Communism  and  of  Anarchy. — “The  Wage  System," 
P.  Kropotkin. 


We  may  imagine  the  future  Commonwealth  as  a vast  federation 
of  free  assöciations,  established  on  some  co-operative  plan,  without 
any  political  center  or  military  power,  but  bound  together  by  free 
agreements  and  common  interests. 

The  associations  ought  to  be  free  to  establish  the  conditions  and 
terms  of  labor  and  manage  all  their  affairs  in  the  manner  most 
suitable  to  themselves. 

We  need  no  laws — no  general  rule— no  authoritative  Statement  of 
what  is  good  or  bad,  convenient  or  inconvenient  for  ourselves.  We 
need  not  submit  to  the  limited  judgment  of  a few  rulers. 

Free  agreements  will  take  the  place  of  general  obligatory  laws; 
and,  all  said,  the  former  will  be  better  observed  than  the  latter  are, 

We  must  learn  to  govern  ourselves.  The  existence  of  a govern- 
ment  in  our  midst  is  a permanent  menace  to  our  well  being  and 
independence,  and  one  of  the  main  causes  of  our  poverty  and  of  our 
oppression. 

We  must  do  without  the  present  political  centralizations — the 
Congress— the  Executive,  the  sham  justice,  and  the  military  and 
Police  force  by  which  the  government  is  backed. 

The  relations  between  men  must  be  voluntary,  no  physical  force 
must  be  employed  to  teach  them  what  their  real  interests  are  and 
how  to  pursue  them. 

No  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  Jthe  destruction  of  govern- 
ment and  private  property. 

Although  the  workmen  will  not  be  starving,  they  will  work. 
Labor  is  prompted  by  the  desire  of  living,  by  the  love  of  comfort, 
the  natural  expansiveness  of  the  human  faculties,  and  by  love  for 
people  with  whom  we  associate. 
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The  work  performed  by  free  men  for  their  own  benefit  will  be 
greatly  superior  to  the  work  performed  under  the  whip  of  the  capi- 
talist. 

Although  there  will  be  no  courts  of  justice  to  patch  up  at  great 
cost  their  quarrels,  men  will  agree  together;  although  there  will 
be  no  police  nor  prisons,  less  crimes  will  be  committed  than  nowa- 
days,  perhaps  none  at  all. 

Crimes  and  vices  are  carefully  manufactured  by  the  capitalistic 
System.  The  Government  and  the  police  foster  and  abate  a good 
many  crimes,  prevent  none.  Men  are  made  criminals  and  vicious 
by  poverty,  ignorance,  bad  example  and  hatred  resulting  from  the 
struggle  for  life.  Educate  people  to  help  and  love  each  other;  and 
crime  will  become  an  anachronism. 

Let  us  not  stop  for  objections  or  details.  These  will  be  arranged 
somehow.  Great  principles  are  our  guide.  The  great  evils  of  the 
present  society  demand  a radical  remedy;  and  this  is  anarchist 
socialism. — “A  Labor  Day  Manifeste.  ” — S.  Merlino. 


The  craving  of  men  to  know  things  that  lie  beyond  the  perception 
of  our  natural  faculties  leads  to  deceptions,  and  is  the  field  on  which 
deceivers  and  swindlers  do  their  pernicious  work;  therefore  do  not 
believe  anybody  who  teils  you  anything  of  supernatural  things. 

Private  property  is  the  root  of  all  social  evils;  therefore  never 
allow  anybody  to  appropriate  goods  of  society  for  himself  alone 
save  what  he  needs,  consumes,  or  uses. 

The  tendency  of  men  to  leave  public  affairs  in  the  hands  of  rep- 
resentatives  and  chosen  offlcers,  leads  to  the  enslaving  of  the 
masses  under  the  despotic  will  of  these  leaders;  therefore  keep 
yourselves  free  from  all  official,  compulsory  leadership,  and  let  no 
one  prescribe  laws  for  you! 

The  general  welfare  can  only  be  secured  by  labor  performed 
without  compulsion;  the  fruits  of  which  may  be  partaken  of  by 
everybody,  without  any  official  or  outside  restriction. 

If  everyone  would  carefully  study  the  life  and  nature  of  man,  he 
would  find  the  following  truths,  which  are  so  very  important  for 
the  regeneration  of  society: 

That  full  liberty  for  the  enjoyment  of  things  kills  greed.  The 
dcsirfcs  for  pleasure  are  then  held  in  natural  limlts. 


Men  will  always  work  voluntarily,  without  any  compulsion,  when 
the  fruits  of  labor  come  to  all  alike. 

These  are  no  speculations,  but  facts  founded  upon  numerous  care- 
ful  observations;  and  on  this  immovable  rock  will  the  anarchistic- 
communistic  society  be  built. 

Only  by  voluntary  labor,  the  fruits  of  which  shall  be  freely  en- 
joyed  by  all,  can  the  general  welfare  of  mankind  be  firmly  and 
forever  established. — “The  True  Aim  of  Anarchism,”  E.  Steinle. 


With  the  crowd  of  commonplace  chatterers  we  are  already  past 
praying  for;  no  reproach  is  too  bitter  for  us,  no  epithet  too  insult- 
ing.  Public  Speakers  on  social  and  political  subjects  find  that 
abuse  of  Anarchists  is  an  unfailing  passport  to  populär  favor. 
Every  conceivable  crime  is  laid  to  our  Charge,  and  opinion,  too 
indolent  to  learn  the  truth,  is  easily  persuaded  that  Anarchy  is  but 
another  name  for  wickedness  and  chaos.  . . . “We  are  all  breth- 
ren,”  is  a saying  repeated  from  one  end  of  the  world  to  the  other, 
and  the  principle  of  universal  brotherhood  expressed  in  this  saying 
implies  a complete  solidarity  of  interests  and  efforts. 

Accepted  in  its  integrity  by  simple  souls,  does  not  this  principle 
seem  to  imply  as  a necessary  consequence  the  social  state  formu- 
lated  by  modern  socialists:  “To  each  according  to  his  needs,  from 
each  according  to  his  powers?”  Well,  we  are  simple  souls,  and 
we  hold  firmly  to  this  ideal  of  human  morality.  . . . If  humanity 
is  not  a vain  dream,  if  all  our  impressions,  all  our  thoughts,  are 
not  pure  hallucinations,  one  Capital  fact  dominates  the  history  of 
man — that  every  kindred  and  people  yearns  after  justice.  The  very 
life  of  humanity  is  but  one  long  cry  for  that  fraternal  equity  which 
still  remains  unattained.  . . . We  “frightful  Anarchists“  know 

only  one  way  of  establishing  peace  and  good-will  among  men — 
the  Suppression  of  privilege  and  the  recognition  of  right.  Our  ideal, 
as  we  have  said,  is  that  of  tide  fraternal  equity  for  which  all  yearn, 
but  almost  always  as  a dream;  with  us  it  takes  form  and  becomes 
a concrete  reality.  It  pleases  us  not  to  live  if  the  enjoyments  of 
life  are  to  be  for  us  alone;  we  protest  against  our  good  fortune 
if  we  may  not  share  it  with  others;  it  is  sweeter  for  us  to  wander 
with  the  wretched  and  the  outcast  than  to  Sit,  crowned  with  roses, 
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at  the  banquets  o£  the  rieh.  We  are  weary  of  these  inequalities 
which  make  us  the  enemies  of  each  other;  we  would  put  an  end  to 
the  furles  which  are  ever  bringing  men  into  hostile  collision,  and 
all  of  which  arise  from  the  bondage  of  the  Weak  to  the  strong  undei* 
the  form  of  slavery,  serfage  and  servile.  After  so  much  hatred 
we  long  to  love  each  other,  and  for  this  reason  are  we  enemies 
of  private  property  and  despisers  of  the  law.—' "An  Anarchist  cn 
Anarchy,”  Elisee  Reclus. 


Anarchy  appears  as  a constituent  part  of  the  new  philosophy,  and 
that  is  why  Anarchists  corüe  in  contact,  on  so  many  points,  with 
the  greatest  thinkers  and  poets  of  the  present  day. 

In  fact,  it  is  certain  that  in  Proportion  as  the  human  mina  frees 
itself  from  ideas  inoculated  by  minorities  of  priests,  military  chiefs 
and  judges,  all  striving  to  establish  their  domination,  and  of  seien- 
tists  paid  tö  perpetuate  it,  a conception  of  society  arises,  in  which 
conception  there  is  no  loiiger  room  for  those  dominating  minorities. 
A society  entering  into  possession  of  the  social  Capital  accumulated 
by  the  labor  öf  preceding  generations,  organizing  itself  so  as  to  make 
use  of  this  Capital  in  the  interests  of  all,  and  constituting  itself 
without  reconstituting  the  power  of  the  ruling  minorities.  It  com- 
prises  in  its  midst  an  infinite  Variety  of  capacities,  temperaments 
and  individual  energies;  it  excludes  none.  It  even  calls  for  strug« 
gles  and  contentiöns;  because  we  know  that  periöds  of  contests, 
so  long  as  they  were  freely  fought  out,  without  the  weight  of  con- 
stituted  authority  being  thrown  on  the  one  side  of  the  balance, 
were  periods  when  human  genius  took  its  mightiest  flight  and 
achieved  the  greatest  aims.  Acknowledging,  as  a fact,  the  equal 
rights  of  all  its  members  to  the  treasures  accumulated  in  the  past, 
it  no  longer  recognizes  a division  between  exploited  and  exploiters, 
governed  and  governors,  dominated  and  dominators,  and  it  seeks 
to  establish  a certain  harmonious  compatibility  in  its  midst — not 
by  subjecting  all  its  members  to  an  authority  that  ls  fictitiously 
supposed  to  represent  society,  not  by  trying  to  establish  uniformity, 
but  by  urging  all  men  to  develop  free  initiative,  free  action,  free 
association. 

It  seeks  the  most  complete  development  of  individuality  comblned 
with  the  highest  development  of  voluntary  association  in  all  its 


aspects,  in  all  possible  degrees,  for  all  imaginable  aims;  evef 
changing,  ever  modified  associations  which  carry  ln  themselves  the 
element3  of  their  durability  and  constantly  assume  new  forms, 
which  answer  best  to  the  multiple  aspirations  of  all.— “Anarchism 
— Its  Philosophy  and  Ideal,”  Peter  Kropotkin, 


Human  beings  have  sometimes  held  beliefs  of  which  murder  was 
the  logical  and  necessary  outcome,  as,  for  instance,  the  Thugs  in 
India,  who  looked  upon  the  murder  of  travellers  as  a religious 
Obligation:  is  Anarchism  such  a belief? 

The  Anarchist  is  not  the  enemy  of  any  man  or  set  of  men,  but 
of  every  system  and  way  of  acting  which  presses  cruelly  upon 
any  human  being,  and  takes  away  fröm  him  any  of  the  chances 
nature  may  have  allowed  him  of  opportunities  equal  to  those  of 
his  fellow-men. 

Is  this  an  attitude  of  heart  and  mind  which  must  logically  lead  a 
man  on  to  commit  homicidal  outrage?  With  such  feelings,  with 
such  convictions  must  we  not  rather  attach  a peculiar  sanctity  to 
human  life?  And,  in  fact,  the  genuine  Anarchist  looks  with  sheer 
horror  upon  every  destruction,  every  mutilation  of  a human  being, 
physical  or  moral.  He  loathes  wars,  executions  and  imprisonments, 
the  grinding  down  of  the  worker’s  whole  nature  in  a dreary  round 
of  toil,  the  sexual  and  economic  slavery  of  women,  the  oppression 
of  children,  the  crippling  and  poisoning  of  human  nature  by  the 
preventable  cruelty  and  injustice  of  man  to  man  in  every  shape 
and  form.  Certainly,  this  frame  of  mind  and  homicidal  outrage 
cannot  stand  in  the  relation  of  cause  and  effect 

There  is  a truism  that  the  man  in  the  Street  seems  always  to 
forget,  when  he  is  abusing  the  Anarchists,  or  whatever  party  hap- 
pens  to  be  his  bete  noir  for  the  moment,  as  the  cause  of  some  oüt- 
rage  just  perpetrated.  This  indisputable  fact  is  that  homicidal 
outrages  have,  from  time  immemorial,  been  the  reply  of  goaded 
and  desperate  classes,  and  goaded  and  desperate  individuals,  to 
wrongs  from  their  fellow-men  which  they  feit  to  be  intolerable. 
Such  acts  are  the  violent  recoil  from  violence,  whether  aggressive 
or  repressive;  they  are  the  last  desperate  struggle  of  outraged  and 
exasperated  human  nature  for  breathing  space  and  life.  And  their 
cause  lies  not  in  any  special  conviction,  but  in  the  depths  of  that 


human  nature  itseif.  The  whoie  eourse  of  history, , political  and 
social,  is  strewn  with  evidence  of  this  fact. 

The  guilt  of  these  homicides  lies  upon  every  man  and  woman  who, 
intentionally  or  by  cold  indifference,  helps  to  keep  up  social  con- 
ditions  that  drive  human  beings  to  despair.  The  man  who  flings 
his  whoie  soul  into  the  attempt,  at  the  cost  of  his  own  life,  to 
Protest  against  the  wrongs  of  his  fellow-men,  is  a saint  compared 
to  the  active  and  passive  upholders  of  cruelty  and  injustice,  even 
if  his  protest  destroy  other  lives  besides  his  own.  Let  him  who 
is  without  sin  in  society  cast  the  first  stone  at  such  one. 

But  we  say  to  no  man:  “Go  and  do  thou  likewise.” 

The  man  who  in  ordinary  circumstances  and  in  cold  blood  would 
commit  such  deeds  is  simply  a homicidal  maniac;  nor  do  we  believe 
they  can  be  justified  upon  any  mere  ground  of  expediency.  Least 
of  all  do  we  think  that  any  human  being  has  a right  to  egg  on 
another  person  to  such  a eourse  of  action.  We  accept  the  phenom- 
ena  of  homicidal  outrage  as  among  the  most  terrible  facts  of  human 
experience;  we  endeavor  to  look  such  facts  full  in  the  face  with 
the  understanding  of  humane  justice;  and  we  believe  that  we  are 
doing  our  utmost  to  put  an  end  to  them  by  spreading  Anarchist 
ideas  throughout  society. — “Anarchism  and  Outrage,”  “Freedom,” 
London. 


Ah!  do  not  hasten  to  say,  This  is  a moral  malady! 

This,  good  or  bad,  this  is  human  Thought. 

Do  not  put  Thought  in  prison. 

It  always  escapes  from  it. 

Do  not  kill  Thought;  it  always  comes  alive  agaln. 

See!  it  has  been  hanged  on  every  gibbet,  it  has  been  nailed  to 
every  pillory;  it  has  lighted  up  all  the  gibbets  with  its  rays,  it  has 
illuminated  all  the  pillories  with  the  flre  of  its  haloes. 

It  has  been  decapitated,  burned,  tortured,  crucifled!  Within  walls, 
very  similar  to  ours,  magistrates,  clad  in  the  same  purple  and 
capped  with  headgear  like  the  Attorney-General’s,  have  crushed  It 
beneath  similar  social  thunderbolts  in  similar  murderous  periods, 
droned  in  similar  inflections  of  voice,  timed  by  similar  see-saw 
Keetures;  for,  in  thb  midst  of  evolutiona,  revolutions,  cataclytfms, 
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when  all  things  change  and  when  all  things  crash  together,  im- 
movable  human  justice,  everlastingly  victorious  on  the  eve  and 
always  vanquished  on  the  morrow,  keeps  the  same  pose  and  the 
same  physiognomy! 

The  jail  for  Thought  is  the  ante-chamber  of  the  Pantheon!  And 
the  magistrates  cannot  go  out  without  passing  the  statue  of  one 
of  their  victims. 

Let  Thought  run  its  course,  gentlemen;  do  not  stop  it. 

Defend  yourselves;  do  not  persecute. — Jean  Grave,  in  Court  of 
Paris. 
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